Genesis Structure

I.  Chapters 1-11 Begins with creation and progresses through the early generations of humanity, ending in Mesopotamia. 

Chosen Figure: Noah

Sibling Hatred: Cain and Abel, with sympathy for youngest 

Family Continuity Threatened: Abel murdered

Ends with Death: Haran, Terah; Sarai barren


Humanity Threatened: flood


Ends Away from Land of Israel: in Haran

II.  Chapters 12-25:18 Stories concerning Abraham, the father of the people of Israel.

Chosen Figure: Abraham

Sibling Hatred: Ishmael and Isaac, sympathy for youngest 

Family Continuity Threatened: Sarai barren, Isaac almost sacrificed

Ends with Death: Sara, Abraham


Rivalry Between Wives: Hagar and Sarai


Barren Wife: Sarai


Wife-Sister Story (chapters 12 and 20)


Ends with Genealogy of Non-Covenant Line: Ishmael

III.  Chapters 25:19-36 Mainly stories about Abraham’s grandson Jacob.

Chosen Figure: Jacob

Sibling Hatred: Esau and Jacob, with sympathy for youngest 

Family Continuity Threatened: Jacob almost killed

Ends with Death: Deborah, Rachel, Isaac

Rivalry Between Wives: Leah and Rachel


Barren Wife: Rachel


Wife-Sister Story (chapter 26)


Ends with Genealogy of Non-Covenant Line: Esau

IV.  Chapters 37-50 Tales of Joseph and how the children of Israel came to live in Egypt.

Chosen Figure: Joseph

Sibling Hatred: brothers and Joseph, with sympathy for younger 

Family Continuity Threatened: Judah’s sons die; Joseph almost killed; all almost die in famine

Ends with Death: Jacob, Joseph


Humanity Threatened: famine


Ends Away from Land of Israel: in Egypt

