Why Study Genesis or the Old Testament?

Romans 15:4:

For whatsoever things were written aforetime [previously] were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort [encouragement] of the scriptures might have [the] hope. 

Since Romans is a Church epistle it is referring to the time frame before the day the Church started, Pentecost. What was recorded before the day of Pentecost, including the Old Testament and the Gospels, was written for our learning, in order that through patient endurance and encouragement of the Scriptures, we might understand and live our hope better.

The scriptures written before the new birth became available admonish us and encourage us by building in our minds and heart the hope of the return of Christ. We are profited by both the warning and the encouragement to the end that our lives can also serve as examples to others.

Titus 1:9:

Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine [sound learning] both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 

There is a need for sound doctrine, sound learning. This verse implies that there can be unsound doctrine or unsound learning which gainsayers or contradictors extol. We are exhorted to hold on firmly to the faithful Word in accordance with sound doctrine so that we may be able to exhort with healthy teaching those who contradict it. Thus, we need to learn sound doctrine to counteract the contradictors of God’s Word.

Ephesians 4:14:

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 

We are to be informed so as not to be carried about by every wind of the deceptive teaching of crafty men with their strategies of delusion. We can learn many positive things from the Old Testament and the Gospels. We can also read negative accounts of disobedience that warn us of evil things that should be avoided.

I Corinthians 10:1-4:

Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 

And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them (following it): and that Rock [petra] was Christ. 

This particular usage of “not be ignorant” concerns Israel’s walk in Christ before Christ came. They lived their live in anticipation of this day. They looked forward to the coming of the rock, Christ. God does not want us to be ignorant of how they lived their lives expecting the first coming of the Messiah at any time. Let’s consider Abraham.
John 8:56:

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.


Abraham looked forward to the first coming of Christ with gladness. This is how our forefathers stayed faithful, by looking unto Christ, his first coming. They walked; they lived their lives, actively looking forward to that day. God does not want us ignorant of this. 

I Corinthians 10:5-11: (WT)
However, God was not well pleased with most of them. So they were scattered around in the wilderness.

Now these things have become our examples to the intent that we should not crave evils as they craved.

Do not be idolaters as some of them, even as it has been written: (Exodus 32:6:) “The people sat down to eat and to drink, and they stood up to play.”

Let us not commit fornication as some of them committed fornication, and 23,000 fell in one day.  

Let us not tempt the Lord as some of them tempted Him and were destroyed by the serpents.

Do not grumble as some of them grumbled and were destroyed by the destroyer.

All of these things happened to them as examples [types], and they were written for our admonition, for whom the ends of the ages have arrived.

Admonition is nouthesia, instruction; a putting into their minds. These things pertaining to the Old Testament were written for our instruction. They are things we should be putting into our minds. Specifically, how Israel obeyed God or disobeyed Him, and the consequences of each. 
The Old Testament has many examples or types that we can learn from.

Hebrews 12:1-3: (NIV)
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

We are encouraged to consider Jesus Christ and what he accomplished for us in order to stand for God. The “great cloud of witnesses” referred to in Hebrews12:1 are the great believers of the Old Testament that chapter 11 lists; tremendous believers who we can learn many things from. 
In verse 4 of chapter 11 it says, “by faith” Abel. In verse 5, Enoch, who was the seventh from Adam is mentioned, who was perhaps the first prophet. Verse 7 mentions Noah, verse 8 reminds us why Abraham is called the father of all who believe. Then Sara, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, are all come up in this litany of great believer’s who obtained a good report card. 

They all looked forward and lived faithfully looking toward the first coming of Christ and will be rewarded accordingly.

In Acts 7 the great martyr Stephen reminds the leaders of Israel about their believing heritage bringing many great and powerful men who stood for God to their remembrance. Our Lord Jesus Christ and the great apostles Peter and Paul reference the Scriptures many times. In fact Jesus Christ reprimanded those who should have known and taught the Scriptures correctly.   
Matthew 12:1-5:

At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.
But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day.
But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they that were with him;
How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests?
Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?


Mark 12:24-27:

And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?
For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven.
And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?
He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.


John 3:9 and 10:

Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?
Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

So why study the Old Testament?

1- To see him, Jesus Christ, the subject of the whole Word who leads us to God.

2- To understand the hope of Christ’s return in order to live better for him today.

3- To receive proper instruction in order to hold forth God’s Word correctly.  

The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed.

The New Testament is the Old Testament revealed. 
