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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 
The Love of Christ
by Jack Northart 

No one is ever so low in life that God cannot reach down and pull a person up and out from the muck and mire of despair. Regardless of past or present circumstances, God is so loving and so kind that he can save a person from the uttermost regions of darkness and trouble. The longing soul that feels rejected, that has lost all hope of rescue or help, has as much to gain from God’s grace and mercy as the most composed and disciplined individual. 
Why would God Almighty be so compassionate? Why would He want to help the most destitute, despised individual? Because He sent someone pay the price for the destitution. He had someone else pay the price for sin and sickness. He sent Jesus Christ to be the substitute for all of the bad, troubled, dark days of everyone’s life. 

John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Regardless of what the majority of the world thinks about God, He is all love. He is all compassion and forgiving. His mercy and grace is far reaching beyond most people’s comprehension. He saw how detrimental the sin of Adam was to mankind, and gave man hope for redemption and salvation. 

Genesis 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

The promised seed was Jesus Christ. It took many years for all the conditions to be met, and for a woman who would rise up to the point of believing what God wanted. Mary was at the right place, at the right time and believed God.
Luke 1:38B

…Be it unto me according to thy word.

Jesus Christ is the focal point of God’s Word. Jesus Christ was the promised seed, and he was the Passover Lamb. He was the complete sacrifice for the sin of Adam, and the subsequent sins of mankind. When Jesus was born, he had sinless blood. He was not conceived of another man, but rather God Almighty placed sinless seed in the womb of Mary. As such, the blood of Jesus Christ was sinless. His body was formed inside of Mary after she conceived, but the life of his blood came from his Father, God. It did not contain the sin of Adam that had been passed down from one generation to the other like other human beings. His blood was perfect, just like Adam’s was before he sinned. There was no death inscribed in his DNA. He had eternal physical life. This is why the sacrifice of his physical life is so incredible. They didn’t take his life from him, he GAVE his life for us by his own choosing. Some of the prophecy that described his sacrifice and death is written in the Old Testament book of Isaiah. 
Isaiah 52:14

As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men.

He was so beaten and tortured, he was unrecognizable as a human being. No artistic portrayal of Jesus Christ’s appearance after his arrest has ever come close to the sickening, horrifying truth of what he really looked like. To look upon him as they dragged him up to be crucified would have been the most bone chilling experience that anyone has ever had. 

Isaiah 53:3

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

“We esteemed him not,” means that they did not consider that he was even alive anymore because he was so beaten. “Esteem,” is the Hebrew word, chashab, and it means to give mental effort to value. In other words, everyone that looked upon him considered that “he was a goner.” This was our Lord and Savior. It was not an easy task for him to give his life. He was not executed before a firing squad. He was not beheaded. Those forms of execution would have been swift and relatively painless compared to the 36+ hours of torture and crucifixion that he endured. He went through the worst possible conditions of physical agony that anyone could ever imagine so that you and I could have complete wholeness, and complete salvation.
Isaiah 53:5

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

He was pierced and beat to pieces for our sins and iniquities, and because of his endurance to the torture, we can have healing. He did it, so we don’t have to strive and strain for it.  We can now accept this wonderful love, forgiveness and healing that has been given to us, or we can pretend that there is something else that needs to be done. There is nothing more that we can do or say that can bring God closer to us, or make Him love us more. Jesus already did it for us. 
Romans 8:31-32

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

Ephesians 2:4-6

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

There is nothing that we can do to improve upon this great love and mercy that God has showered down upon us. Again, our challenge is to ACCEPT IT, and be thankful for it. As we do, we can enjoy it, and God will enlighten our understanding of it.
Ephesians 3:18-19
May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.

The word “know,” is the Greek word ginosko, and it means to know something by experience. God has given us the ability to know the love of Christ by experience, even though it passes mere knowledge by itself. We can comprehend the incomprehensible. What a treat!

John 10:10

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

There may be times when we feel down and depressed by the cares and trials of life, but we are never so low that we are outside of the love of Christ. The price that was paid for our more abundant life was so great that nothing can remove it, or make it void. Joy, peace and love is ours to be claimed.
