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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 
The Return of Christ – Part Two
by Jack Northart 

In Part One of this study, we looked at records in the Epistles that were specifically discussing the “Gathering Together” of the Church of the One Body. We saw some of what will occur when Christ comes for his own. The dead in Christ will rise, and we which are live and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
In getting a deeper understanding of the return of Christ, it is necessary to understand that there are distinctions made concerning time periods in God’s Word. 
Hebrews 1:1

God, who at sundry times and in divers [different] manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.

These time periods have been referred to as administrations. When studying God’s Word, we can see seven distinct time periods or administrations. 1)The Original Paradise, which ended when Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden of Eden, 2) Patriarchal, which lasted until the giving of the Law to Moses, 3) The Law, which spanned the period of time until Christ, 4) The Christ Administration, which was Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry,  5) The Grace or Mystery, which terminates with the gathering together, 6) The Appearing or Revelation, which is when the events in the book of Revelation take place,  7) The Final Paradise or Glory Administration. 
Matthew 24:29-31

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Note in verse 30, “They shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 
Matthew 25:31

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.

This is once again talking about a future time when Jesus Christ will “sit upon the throne of his glory.” In the context of this verse, from verses 31-46, it states that Jesus “shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats”. One will be sent to “inherit the kingdom prepared for you,” and the other “shall go away into everlasting punishment.” His audience was specifically to those who were called of Israel.
Mark 13:23-27 
But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things. But in those days, after [not before] that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 

And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 

And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 

And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

The record in Matthew and the record in Mark are consistent in that they speak of the time when Jesus Christ will come with glory, or in glory, and are consistent in that the time of his glory is in the future. Again, his audience was specifically to those who were called of Israel and he states plainly that these things shall come to pass AFTER that tribulation, also called the day of the wrath of our God. When is this time of tribulation, or this day of wrath? Some say it is right now. Let us see what the Bible says about it concerning the Church of the Body. In the Epistles, which are addressed specifically to the Church of the Body of Christ, we see something very unique.
Romans 5:8-10

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved [delivered] from wrath [of God] through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved [delivered from wrath] by his life. 
I Thessalonians 1:10

And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath [of God] to come.
There are two distinctions between records in the Gospels, and the records in the Church Epistles. Besides understanding the various time periods, or administrations in the Bible, we must also understand another basic key, and that is that we must consider to whom each book is addressed.  The Gospel records talk of the Son of man coming AFTER the tribulation period to gather his elect, and the Epistles tell us we have been delivered from wrath. Are they in contradiction to each other? Not at all, when we consider to whom they are addressed. In Matthew 15:24, Jesus stated that he was being sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Is that who we are? No. We are members of Church of God, the One Body of Christ. The book of Romans through Thessalonians are specifically addressed to us. Something special is in store for the Church of the One Body. Jesus Christ’s completed work is truly astounding.
Romans 3:20-25

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.

This record illustrates the amazing grace and goodness of God. Despite all having sinned and having come short of the glory of God, we learn, “But now is the righteousness of God without the law manifested… even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference.” Since all have sinned, glory would be unattainable were it not for the redeeming work of the Lord Jesus Christ. God has placed the requirements for salvation within the reach of all (Romans 10:9). 

Romans 5:1-2

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Justification came by faith. Not works. Not genealogy. Faith! And now we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We are not to be separated as sheep or goats. We have access to God NOW! And can rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
