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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 
No Filters
by Jack Northart 

There is a verse in the Book of Proverbs that resonates throughout the ages, and certainly is true in our day and time. 

Proverbs 21:2

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.
When it comes to studying and applying God’s Word, we must first make certain that we strip away our preconceived ideas, ideologies or assumptions that we may have held all of our lives. We must be willing to face the truth as God gave it and be willing to change our thinking to receive it and do it. We must remove the “filters” that we have assumed to be truth before we begin to read. This is easier said than done, because “Every way of man is right in his own eyes.”  However, there are keys to studying God’s Word that help us to better understand it and apply it as God originally intended to be understood.  
II Peter 1:20-21

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

The words “private interpretation,” are the words, idios epilusis  in the Greek text. Idios means “one’s own,” and epilusis means “letting loose.” We are not to let our own minds run loose when it comes to scripture, yet this exactly what happens so many times when people read it. Of course, no one wants to admit that they let their minds run loose or have preconceived notions about God and His Word, but they do. Hence, there are over 4000 different Christian denominations in the world today! The opinions of man have superceded the truth of God, and many have gravitated toward those opinions rather than making the Word of God live in their own lives. If their pastor said it them, then it must be right. If they read something that a Princeton professor said about a God, then he must be right. We need to set the opinions and comments that anyone says about God’s Word and read it for ourselves. To start with, we must understand that we are not to allow ourselves to privately interpret the scriptures. 

Jesus confronted this very same problem during his earthly ministry. The Pharisees had been blinded by their own egotism and greed for power, and lauded their tradition and ideals above the truth of God’s Word.
Matthew 15:1-3
Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
Little by little, perhaps over a long period of time, truth had been replaced by tradition in the lives of the teachers in Israel. During his earthly ministry, Jesus confronted their error and exposed their wickedness.

Verses 7-9

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias [Isaiah] prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

They looked good on the surface, but their hearts were far removed from the truth. The doctrine of the right way believing had been replaced by the commandments of men. Jesus called them hypocrites. This problem continues unto this day and time. Many of God’s people are being led down “the primrose path” by the fleeting shadows of a few great names. The theories and conjectures of these people hold sway over so many of God’s people; much like in the time of Christ’s ministry. 
After this confrontation with the Pharisees, the disciples came to Jesus to discuss what had happened. Perhaps they were embarrassed about what he said to them, or afraid of what the consequences might be from this encounter.

Verses 12-14

Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying? But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.
Christ called these teachers and their followers blind. Spiritual blindness is very real. The only way to be delivered of spiritual blindness is to come back to the fountainhead of truth, God’s Word. Set aside the conjectures and notions and let is speak for itself. Cast away the comfort zone of tradition and start seeing for yourself what God really says to us.
II Timothy 2:15

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed rightly dividing [Gr. orthotomounta] the word of truth.

The Greek word for “rightly dividing” in this verse is orthotomounta, and it means “straight cut” or “dissect correctly.” This indicates that scripture can be wrongly divided or wrongly cut. Generally, these wrong cuts stem from having preconceived ideas about it ahead of time. 

When I was a young boy, someone told me that if a person was not a member of our particular Christian denomination, that they were going to go to hell. I was also told that if a person sinned right before they died, that they would also end up in hell. When I finally learned how to read and rightly divide God’s Word on my own, I found out that neither of those statements could be found in scripture, and that they were simply “commandments and doctrines of men.” Yet I believed this because this is what I had been taught for many years. I was faced with the challenge of changing my thinking, or continuing down the path of error for the rest of my life. I decided that God’s Word was the correct choice, and it is the same challenge each and every time we study God’s Word. 
God’s Word did not come from the mind of men, but rather the mind of God. He dictated what He wanted to say to men who were meek enough to carry out His instruction, (II Peter 1:21). If we find that portions of our life are “in the ditch,” so to speak, perhaps it is the perfect opportunity to see if we have been reading and misunderstanding God’s Word, take off the filters, and be refreshed by the His truth once again. 
