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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 
Get Wisdom
By Jack Northart

There are two kinds of wisdom in world today. Natural wisdom, which is obtained only by way of the five senses of seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and touching, and spiritual wisdom which comes from God’s Word and by God revealing things to those that have the spirit of God within them. 

The Book of Proverbs is where we will begin looking at God’s Word on the subject of getting knowledge and wisdom. It is here that we see where it all begins in order for a person to acquire the information that God wants us to know and understand. 
Proverbs 1:1-4

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; 

To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 

To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 

To give subtlity to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 

The purpose of Proverbs was: “To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of 

understanding;  To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 

To give subtlety to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.” 

Proverbs 1:5

A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels. 

To hear and increase in learning makes one wise, and with that comes understanding that leads to wise counsels. On the other hand, Proverbs 12:5 states that “the counsels of the wicked are deceit.” 
Proverbs 1:7

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
The Hebrew word rendered “fear” in this verse is used in the sense of reverence or respect for God. The knowledge of which the book of Proverbs speaks begins with the fear, or reverence for the Lord God as stated in verse seven. Unless there is a respect or reverence for God, true knowledge and wisdom cannot be attained.

Proverbs 4:5-7

Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.
In the process of getting wisdom from God’s Word, we will also appropriate understanding, which is intelligence or prudence. 

I remember when I was a child, my parents told me not to put my finger in an electric wall socket. I did anyway and as a result, I gained an understanding of why they told me that. As I got older and learned more about electricity, I learned more about the dangers of mishandling electrical currents and have kept my fingers out of wall sockets ever since. The wisdom and knowledge from God gives us understanding and intelligence ahead of time, so that we don’t have to get “shocked” before we actually learn something in life.
Proverbs 4:8-11

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.

Here, the personification of wisdom is mentioned as “she.”  We are not to forsake “her” but we are rather to embrace “her.” This wisdom is the formula for right or proper living. It will allow us to live a life the shows us how to respond to adversity in the correct manner, and how to make right decisions and follow the right and proper way. 
Proverbs 4:20-27

My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 

Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 

For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. 

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 

Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. 

Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 

Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 

Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.

In verse 23, it instructs: “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”

To keep means to guard or protect. In the process of learning and retaining the wisdom that begins with reverence for God, we must protect our heart, our innermost being, because it is from the heart that the issues of life spring. It is the center of our core beliefs, our values. We must make a serious and bonafide effort to guard and protect these words of wisdom in our own heart. The result is life and health.
