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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 
The Determined Believer
By Jack Northart

Many people give up when they’re about to achieve success. They quit on the one-yard line. They give up in the last minute of the game, even when they maybe one foot from the winning touchdown. 

Determination is one of the most important qualities for those endeavoring to believe God’s Word. There are many examples of believers throughout the Old and New Testament who refused to give up because of adversity or obstacles. They were people like us. Sometimes they encountered what seemed like overwhelming odds. No amount of planning or forethought could have gone into predicting these adversities, yet they had the resolve to push through until the outcome was victorious. 

Proverbs 15:29

The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.
This truth resonated in the heart and life of a man named Elisha in the Old Testament. He encountered many obstacles in life, yet he knew that God heard him when he prayed. In the book of II Kings, chapter 4 is a record of a Shunammite woman’s son who had died. She asked for Elisha to come and help in this situation, even though it seemed terminal. We will pick up the record when he arrives at her house.
II Kings 4:32-33

And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the LORD. 

He took the dead child away from everyone else, and then prayed unto the Lord. Had he not believed that God could restore this child’s life, he wouldn’t have bothered praying in the first place. But he knew that the Lord was listening, and would respond.
Verses 34

And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. 

Initially, the only response to his actions was that the child’s skin “waxed warm.” Although this contact with a dead body would communicate ceremonial uncleanness according the law of Moses in performing this miracle, this statute of the law was dispensed with, and life began to come back to the child’s body. Elisha had not seen the child raise up yet, so he continued to stay focused and determined to the end that the child was completely delivered.
Verses 35-37
Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 

And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out.
Elisha could have decided that he was way over his head in trying to restore the child’s life. He could have talked himself out of even trying to minister to the child. He could have looked at his past and determined that it wasn’t something that he did before and wasn’t worth wasting his time on. He could have tried to comfort the mother and made funeral arrangements with her. But he didn’t do that. He prayed and listened to what God wanted done, and then carried out the instructions in detail. 

It wasn’t magic. It was a determined believer who took action on the information that God revealed to him. Believing takes action and as we act, the results will follow. The Word of God is full of examples of people who not only acted, but stayed put and stayed determined in their resolve that what God promised, He would perform. 
Hebrews 11:1-2

Now faith [Greek pistis, believing] is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it [believing] the elders [those in the old times] obtained a good report.
They obtained a good report because they believed to the end of receiving the results. It may have started out as any normal day for them, but when adversity came their way, they went to God and EXPECTED Him to bring deliverance to pass.

Staying persistent and staying determined in prayer is a subject that Jesus taught to his disciples.

Luke 18:1-8a

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: 

And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. 

And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 

I tell you that he will avenge them speedily.

This parable emphasizes the point of not losing heart and giving up when praying. Yet, that is exactly what many do. They pray a prayer to God for something once, when it doesn’t happen right away, they “toss in the towel” of defeat, and assume that God turned them down in their prayer request. The truth may be that they just gave up too quickly in the face of opposition.

When we go to God’s Word, and see what His will is for our lives, then it’s not a question of God’s willingness or ability to perform, but rather our persistence to see it through. We are to expect to be victorious. 

Romans 4:20-21

He [Abraham] staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, [Gr. pistis, believing] giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he [God] had promised, he [God] was able also to perform.

To be strong in believing, to be fully persuaded, to be convinced beyond a shadow of doubt is to be a determined believer. A determined believer will see God’s deliverance, no matter what adversity or no matter what negative information may be encountered. In fact, the information in the senses realm will generally be completely opposite of what God’s answer and solution will be. A great example of this is when Jesus was going to heal the ruler of the synagogue’s child.
Mark 5:35-36

While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 

It would have been very easy to stop and give up when this news came to them. But Jesus confronted the information with the truth of God’s Word. “Be not afraid, only believe.” The result was that the child was delivered. 

Knowing God’s Word and His ability ahead of time, allows us to pursue the results of His promises with confidence and determination. We can be fully persuaded that what He has promised, He is able also to perform. 
