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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 

The Fountain of Living Waters 
By Jack Northart
Society is entrenched in habits and traditions that make up how we live, how we communicate, and how we function. These habits and traditions are forged from many different things such as movies, music, television, newspapers, magazines, the people that we associate with, just to name a few. We define ourselves and the things around us in these ways. Many times, we don’t question what we hear or see, but rather just go with the flow. One of the results of this way of living is that we end up believing things that we never intended to believe, and living our lives in a way that someone else has defined.
In order to break out of this “plaster cast” mentality, we must look beyond the mainstream of the information in society, and seek truth from the source, the Word of God. 
Jeremiah 2: 13

For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.

This great truth from the book of Jeremiah in the Old Testament is just as true today as it was when it was first written. God’s people had committed two evils; 1) Forsaken God, the fountain of living waters and, 2) Hewed themselves broken cisterns that could not hold water. 

They had turned their back on God. Something else captured their attention and lured them away from the source of life and truth. Then it got them to think that they could come up with a better way with a better conclusion, and a more suitable and popular lifestyle for the times. Then after they were lured away, they formed a completely new ideology and philosophy for life. The biggest problem with this new system is that it “could hold no water.” In other words, it would let them down when they needed it most. It would have no solid foundation and would crumble when hit with strong adversity.
Going with the flow of society will most certainly lead a person to formulating a belief or ideology that will be nothing more than a broken cistern that doesn’t hold water. To have real answers in life and to live a victorious life as God intended for us, we must return to the source of truth, The Fountain of Living Waters. It is there that our thirst for truth will be satisfied. Without it, our lives will be full of fear and frustration.
Isaiah 8:12

Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.

The New International Version of this verse is interesting.

Verse 12 (NIV)

Do not call conspiracy everything that these people call a conspiracy; do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it.

Today, the “conspiracies” of our society are bundled and packaged in many forms. Wars, weather, catastrophes, governments, political parties, foreign nations, world hunger, poverty, diseases, famines, national economies, failing industries, and the list goes on of reasons to be full of fear and dread.

God challenges us today as He did centuries ago to not fear their fear, nor be afraid. The battle that wages loudest today for Christian believers is not a physical battle but a battle of our minds. The thoughts that we hold, are they the thoughts of fear and dread or thoughts from the Fountain of Living Waters?

Colossians 2:8

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

The word philosophy is of Ancient Greek origin: philosophía, meaning "love of knowledge," "love of wisdom." It is considered by secularists to be highest form of human knowledge in the world. Philosophy is the study of the general problems concerning matters such as man’s existence, knowledge, language, beauty, justice, validity, mind, and truth. 

The study of philosophy is interesting and has many parallels to the truth of God’s Word. However, we are not to be taken captive or deceived by it. 

Colossians 2:18 (NIV)

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions.

False humility comes from too much self-importance or arrogance. “I’ve got ALL the answers!” “I’ve seen things that you will never see!” “I know more than you know!” These self-appointed prophets of God tend to bask in their own radiance, and make sure that the rest of the world will never be included in their wisdom and brilliance. Don’t be taken by it for it is nothing but vain deceit. 

Solomon was inspired by God to write the book of Ecclesiastes. If anyone in the world could have boasted about his own wisdom and riches, it was Solomon. But when he compared his own wisdom to God, it fell very short.

Ecclesiastes 1:16 (NIV)

I thought to myself, "Look, I have grown and increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; I have experienced much of wisdom and knowledge." Then I applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of madness and folly, but I learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind.

Verses 17-18 (NIV)

And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I realized that this also is striving after wind. Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain.

Since there increasing pain in gaining worldly wisdom, to what end should we pursue knowledge and wisdom?

Jeremiah 9:23-24

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:

But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.
Times may seem difficult, but God is unchanging. He fills the longing soul with life, excitement and joy. He will make a difference in our lives as we seek him with all of our hearts. He will increase our knowledge of life and our strength.

Isaiah 40: 28-31

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
