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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 

Stand
By Jack Northart
In ancient Israel, when the nation had turned from God and from His truth as given in the Law, the prophet Jeremiah cried out that there was death in the city. He was speaking not only of physical death in Jerusalem but also about a wider death, because their society had turned away from what God had given them in the Scriptures. Thus, there was death in the city; death in the total culture and their society.
In our society, man has endeavored to destroy the base which gave him the possibility of freedoms without chaos. Humanists have determined to beat to death the knowledge of God and of His Son Jesus Christ. They have endeavored to do this even though such an act would bring about the death of the true values in our society. The result being a degenerate, depraved and violent world. This is plain to see. However, another result is that there will arise some group or some person that will offer us arbitrary absolutes, and who will stand in his way?

Will the silent majority help? Part of the silent majority are Christians who have a real understanding of values or those who at least have a memory of the days when values were real. The other part of the majority are those who are left with only their two poor values of personal peace and affluence. The majority of the silent majority, young and old, will sustain the loss of liberties without raising their voices as long as their own life-styles are not threatened. And since personal peace and affluence are so often the only values that count with the majority, politicians know that to be elected, they must promise these things. Personal peace and affluence are merely frosting on the cake.
Oppositions to freedom and liberty will always exist. Not always in the form of a swinging sword, but many times as hammer and chisel. Little by little, day by day, inch by inch freedoms die a little bit at a time, until one day they are gone.
We should not be frightened of oppositions, regardless of how they take shape. We know what is right and true and therefore must stand and keep standing. We can look in the Book of Acts and see the pattern, the template of how to do this. Peter and the other apostles had been standing and speaking God’s Word and a man had been healed. This so upset the establishment that they called them on the carpet.

Acts 4:6-10
And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 

Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.
They asked a question, and got an answer that they probably didn’t expect to get. All of these rulers were very familiar with who Jesus was because they were the instigators of his execution. Peter and the others knew this too, yet it didn’t stop them from speaking and standing for the truth. The council conferred to determine what to do.

Verses 15-20

But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it. But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name. And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.
Peter and John’s statements were not going to win over the politicians and religious leaders of that day, but they were not concerned about that. They were more concerned about the truth of God’s Word being spoken and carried out. It is always the spoken Word of God where true reform, justice and liberty will reign. To cower under threats of the offence of others will never bring affluence, or any genuine personal peace. It is a hoax, a disguise, a trick to stop us in our tracks. Those who propound political correctness are one thing, but to force and coerce others into the same belief systems is nothing more than tyranny. And this is the outcome if those of us who know, understand and believe the truth of God’s Word remain silent for the sake of calm and peace. We must speak and keep on standing on these terms.
Ephesians 6:13

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Fear is sand in the machinery of life. It stops us from standing for what is right, and limits us from being who we really know we are as God’s children. Fear of failure and fear of offending others can ruin careers, incite weakness and slaughter the years of success that can really be ours to enjoy. It can be incapacitating and cause depression, discouragement and mental pain. We must take on the whole armor of God that we may be able to withstand and to stand in this day of evil. 
Ephesians 6:14-17

Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Fiery darts are flaming arrows. They are shot over the fence in order to stick to a nearby structure. The initial impact of a flaming arrow is minimal, but the purpose is to cause more destruction ultimately by setting the building on fire. If they are dowsed with water right away, they have no effect. The flaming arrows of the wicked one come flying over our mental fence in the form of words or ways that affect our five senses. As they are allowed to burn, they increase the amount of fear in our hearts and minds.  It is up to us to quench them with the truth of God’s Word. 
After Peter and the other apostles were confronted by the council for speaking forth God’s Word, then threatened not to do it any more, they acted on what they knew was the right thing to do. Let us look at this as our example for dealing with fear and oppression, and taking a stand on the Word of God.
Acts 5:42
And every day, in the temple and at home, they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus as the Christ.

