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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. II Timothy 2:15 

True Liberation
By Jack Northart
Adolescence has its challenges. Turning toward adulthood, many teens are faced with the ever changing tides of the times and current pop culture. Many head off to college and go completely off the deep end. Within weeks they are smoking pot, flouting their childhood faith, and mouthing slogans about liberating this or that special interest. Some return to their senses and get tired of being the “victim” of circumstance, and come to the realization of what they were taught earlier in life had a valid foundation. 

Across the nation, groups gather around ideologies of gender, race, and sexual orientation, seething with rage over alleged oppression of one kind or another. To understand the appeal that these groups exert, we need to understand their underlying worldview. According to these groups, what is the human dilemma, the source of suffering and injustice? Oppression by whites or males or heterosexuals or some other group. What is the solution, the way to justice or peace? Raising our consciousness and rising up against the oppressor. All the liberation ideologies in the marketplace today are a variation on a single theme that has been pervasive in Western thought since the nineteenth century: that history is moving forward toward a glorious consummation. 
In the classic Marxist drama of history, the working class will rise against the oppressors – the capitalists; in the updated forms, people of various colors and genders are likewise called on to harness their rage and do battle against their oppressors. This form of Marxism is widespread in the West today and remains a very influential form of counterfeit salvation. Because these revolutionaries are confident that the next stage in history will automatically represent progress, that ANY change will be for the better, they readily tear down and destroy the existing order. Moreover, because Marxism assumes that the reconstruction of social and economic institutions is enough to usher in harmony and peace, it puts no moral restraint on the leaders in the new order. Its end result will always be the same; death and devastation. 
Isaiah 33:5-6
The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORD is his treasure. 

Society will always have its problems. History has shown that all civilizations rise and fall
over time. But one thing that people can count on over and over again is the stability of our God and steadfastness of His Word. Seeking solutions or answers to life’s problems and troubles outside of God will only usher in more trouble. 

The modern “thinkers” of our times differ nothing from those that were described by the Apostle Paul in the book of Romans.

Romans 1:21

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

This clarifies where these “modern thinkers” are coming from and how they have arrived at their current conclusions. They may have been taught about God at one time, but they did not honor and glorify Him as God or give Him thanks. But instead they became futile and godless in their thinking with foolish reasonings and stupid speculations, and their senseless minds were darkened. The truth about this way of thinking is that it does not match up with reality and is completely flawed. They know the truth, but continue to suppress it.
Verses 22-23

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Claiming to be wise, they became fools professing to be smart, they made simpletons of themselves, and by them the glory and excellence of the Almighty God were exchanged for images, resembling mortal man and birds and beasts and reptiles. As a true falsehood, this line of thinking does not automatically guarantee increase in society as a whole, but rather the opposite. 
True liberation, true freedom, true peace can only be obtained by an acceptance of a loving God, His Son Jesus Christ, and that He raised His Son, Jesus from the dead. 

Romans 10:9-10

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Luke 4: 18-19

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

Christ has saved us and set us free. He has loosened the bands of captivity and bondage and set our hearts, our minds and our very beings free and given us true liberty. All other claims by mankind to supply this for us are counterfeit and lead to bondage.
Galatians 5:1
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

Psalm 19:9

The fear [reverence]of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
Enslavement and bondage always come through the door with a suit and tie and a sparkling smile and a willingness to help. Don’t be fooled! Our true liberation and freedom comes from our acceptance and adherence to the accomplishments of Jesus Christ. He truly heals the brokenhearted and sets free those that have been captivated by the bondage of the world, and the enslavement that comes by the doctrines and theories of men. 
Colossians 2: 4, 8 

And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

It all begins with “words of wisdom” from men, who have figured out the solution to life’s problems. They pretend to illustrate that God doesn’t really do anything for anybody, so now let’s try it “our way.” It is vain deceit in the least common denominator as mentioned here in Colossians. 

Our job is to keep our heads in God’s Word and seek the liberty and freedom that comes from a true knowledge of it.
John 8:31-32

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
