The Grapevine

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. IITimothy 2:15
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Throughout the centuries, God awaited the Age of Grace, which began on the day of Pentecost. It was from this great day that God could create spirit within those who would believe. Ever since the fall of Adam, at which time man lost God's created spirit, God throughout the centuries sought a permanent dwelling place. In the times of the Old Testament, God gave instructions to Moses for the building of the tabernacle. Later on He directed Solomon to construct the Temple. But neither of these were acceptable. They were only temporary dwellings or meeting places for God and His children. Solomon recognized this truth.

I Kings 8:27
But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, how much less this house I have builded?

The reality of what God accomplished and the greatness of what occurred on the day of Pentecost was lost shortly after the death of the apostle Paul. Christians didn't lose the spirit which was the gift from God, but they failed to grasp the truth of God's revelation to the end that they really understood and believed the fullness of it in their hearts. This is still frequently the case today, even among so-called knowledgeable Christians.  We never get a great enough vision of the significance of that dwelling place of God which, at Pentecost and ever since, is within every believer. Sometime after the day of Pentecost, Stephen, speaking by revelation, summarized these former meeting places.

Acts 7:48
Howbeit, the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool; what house will ye build me? Saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest?

God was always seeking a dwelling place, a place where He would be reverenced, respected and obeyed.
It was to be a place where He would have man's undivided, absolute worship. But a temple was not big enough for God's extensiveness. 

Isaiah 57:15
For thus said the high and loft One [God] that [who] inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

This shows that even heaven is not great enough for God. He also inhabits eternity. Both the tabernacle that Moses built, and the Temple that Solomon built were both provisional arrangements. They were temporary measures until God could bring about in due time a permanent dwelling place, a perfect habitation. With this in mind, it is important to understand the three different parts to the temple and their significance.  

One part of the Temple was made up of the sacred courts and the colonnades. The other part included the court of the Gentiles, which is the part where the moneychangers were seated when Jesus came in and overthrew the tables and drove out the animals. The third was the innermost part of the Temple, the Holy of Holies. There was a veil which formed the entrance to the Holy of Holies which was made of a very heavy linen, 4-6" thick, embroidered with spun gold. This was the most sacred and the most innermost part of the Temple. It was this veil that separated Israel from God's presence. At the moment of Jesus' death, this separation was done away with as the veil was torn from top to bottom.

Matthew 27: 50,51
Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent [torn] in twain [two] from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.

The tearing of the Temple veil from the top to the bottom demonstrated that it was God's work in Christ which abolished this separation between Israel and God. Man could not work his way into God's presence. So God was reaching down to man, giving free access of Himself to man. At the death of Jesus and the tearing of the Temple veil and since Pentecost, access to God was available to Israel. But what about the Gentiles? The Gentiles were not even allowed into the courts of the Temple. A middle wall of partition kept the Gentiles from even partaking in the worship of Jehovah. Their circumstances seemed hopeless, yet the redemptive work of Jesus Christ extended even to them.

Ephesians 2:11-13
Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world;  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes [previously] were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

Christ's death accomplished more than just allowing the entrance of all Israel into the presence of God.

Verses 14-17
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, [Judean and Gentile] and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace. And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.  And came and preached peace to you which were far off [Gentiles], and to them that were nigh [Judeans].

The peace here refers to a state of reconciliation. This reconciliation has been made available to both Judean and Gentile. Even though the Judeans were near and had so many privileges, they were just as dead in trespasses and sins as were the Gentiles. They needed a savior as desperately as the Gentiles, whom they despised.

Verse 18
For through him [Jesus Christ] we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

Both Judeans and Gentiles were reconciled to God. He became the Father of both. When Christ's accomplishments were complete, God could then have a permanent dwelling place, not in a temple made with human hands, but in His own children. Jesus Christ is the cornerstone on which the household of God is built. He is the Rock on which we build our lives. As more people get saved, born again, the building grows.

Verse 21
In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord.

It's God's people, not  wood, bricks and mortar, that make up this wonderful dwelling place of God. This is something that the true God wanted from before the foundation of the world. But He wasn't able to bring it to pass until His Son, Jesus Christ had finished his work. Then it was possible for God to have a certain dwelling place within each of His children.

Verse 22
In whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.

God is so great and so immense that the Word of God says that the heavens cannot contain Him. Yet, the same God is in us and we are His habitation by His holy spirit within each of us. We are now God's dwelling place, His habitation. May we begin to see the greatness of this reality more and more.

