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If you are a Christian, you are a special person to God, regardless of how you feel or what you think about yourself. From God's perspective, you are truly precious in His sight. You are the apple of His eye and the one He loves without reservation, without pretense, without limitations. He chose you from before the foundations of the world to be His own.

Ephesians 1:3,4
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundations of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.

That's pretty special. Before the first ray of dawn shined upon our earth so many years ago; before the grass grew, and before man set his foot upon the earth, God chose us. Why?  Because He knew that if He called you, you would believe, you would take that first step and by the freedom of your will, you would believe that He raised His Son from the dead, and that you would make him lord in your life. (Romans 10:9,10).
   
He paid a very dear price for us. He planned through the ages, after Adam sinned, to send His Son to pay the price for our redemption and salvation. This was the Promised Seed of the woman in Genesis 3:15. From that time forth, men and women of God looked forward to his first coming, the Redeemer of Israel. And when he came, he walked the perfect walk. He performed signs, miracles and wonders that the world had not seen, but, they crucified him. And on the darkest day of the earth, Jesus Christ died on the cross. But, three days and three nights later, the most glorious day on earth occurred because God raised him from the dead! 40 days later, Christ ascended. 10 days after that came the day of Pentecost. For the first time, God could have children by birth, who would love Him and have the power of Christ in their souls.

I Peter 1: 23
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.

This is a wonderful life that God has given to us. We truly are a new "spiritual breed" of people. But just like being born into an earthly family, we can decide to not live up to our heritage, our birthright. We can go on and live recklessly. We can go on and live with all the doubts, worries and fears that we had before we got born again. We can deny all that He has given us and all that He has done for us. We can deny all that He is still going to do for us. We can ignore the Heavenly Father in our lives just like we might ignore our earthly father, but it doesn't make Him any less our Father! He deserves better. He deserves our love, our worship, our fellowship with Him.

Romans 5: 8
But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

This is just the opposite of the way most people think. Usually in a relationship, the person who had wronged the other, is the one who should be doing the giving. This verse shows the immense love that God has toward us. Even when we were out in left field somewhere, God commended His love. That make us pretty special.
   
But sometimes, we just don't feel all that special. We feel like the burdens of life are getting us down. One circumstance after another is besetting us, and we feel like throwing our hands up in the air and just quitting. Is it really worth it to be a Christian, anyway? The answer is yes. Sure, there are all kinds of situations to get negative about. The pressures of life seem overbearing at times. But it is moments like these, where we look to God's Word for our comfort and for our answers.

II Corinthians 1:3,4
Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort:  Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, [mental pressures], that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, [mental pressure], by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

When we decide to become a Christian, it doesn't mean our troubles suddenly vanish. We have an Adversary who enjoys inflicting physical harm upon us. And if he can't do us harm, then he tries to work us over mentally, throwing fiery darts at us. But we just have to discipline ourselves to go to God for the answers.

I Peter 5: 7-9
Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you.  Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist steadfast in the faith, [with believing], knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

Hebrews 12:2-4
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith: who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contraction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood striving against sin.

Having a God-centered life doesn't mean that you walk around with a halo over your head. It means that you trust Him. You see Him as your source of strength and sufficiency. He has done so much for us before, why would He stop now? If He would send His only begotten Son to die when we were dead in trespasses and sins, why would He stop short of helping us now? He will not stop short. He wants to help. We must simply look to Him in those troubling times of life. Jesus summed it up well in the gospel of John.

John 16:33  
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: [mental pressure],  but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
